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Minutes
Buckden Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Buckden Parish Council held on Monday 8th April at 8.00pm in Buckden Parish Institute.

1.
in Attendance: Councillors Mr. G. Schofield, Ms. A. Peters, Mr. C. Clarke, Ms. H. Rogerson, Mr. T. Berry (Clerk)
County Councillor Mrs. S. Marshall, Mr. David Butterworth, Chief Executive & Mr. Gary Smith, Director of Community & Conservation YDNPA & 22 members of the public.
Apologies were heard from District Councillor Mr. J. Roberts and PC Mr. P. Breen. 
2.
Minutes of the previous Meeting.

The Minutes of the March 2013 Meeting were accepted as a true record. This was proposed by Ms. A. Peters and seconded by Mr. C. Clarke
3.
Declaration of Interests.


Councillors were asked if there was any item on the Agenda in which they had a personal or pecuniary interest.


None was declared as had there been some interest; this could have effected the outcome of discussions.

4.
Matters arising.
4.1 
Mr. Schofield introduced and welcomed Mr. David Butterworth – Chief Executive & Mr. Gary Smith – Director of Community & Conservation – YDNPA to the Council and the public.

Mr. Butterworth thanked Mr. Schofield and stated that he would like to speak on three topics, Le Tour de France, the introduction of high speed broadband and The Management Plan.

The T de F will have a fantastic impact and be a great opportunity for businesses in the area to prosper as we go through tough economic times. It will be an opportunity for communities to work together to celebrate the event. The race will pass through 43 parishes. Some will be more pro active than others and it is the pro active ones that will benefit financially. The YDNP will work with those parishes that seek their support with help from their Rangers.


The YDNPA have been working for the last 14 months with Gary Verity the CEO of ‘Welcome to Yorkshire.’ 

YDNPA want to ‘show-case’ the area although initially the Government along with British Cycling had been promoting the Edinburgh bid. The government were reluctant to reallocate the funds to Yorkshire but this has now been rectified. 

The preparation must start now. In France the public are encouraged to line the route, being ‘close up’ to the cyclists and it is hoped that in this country this will also be the case. Our roads are not as they should be but winter will end soon. The ASO do not want the route to be beautifully smooth, they anticipate the road will have bumps and some uneven surfaces
DB was asked how many spectators were expected and he replied:

There will be between 500-750000 spectators along the route of the race during the 3 days. Their movement from one position to another will prove to be difficult. Any parked cars along the route will  be moved out of the way. It is envisaged that there will be events along the route such as a fair in Grassington along with large TV viewing screens so spectators can watch the race progress. The race itself will take two and a half hours to pass any spot as there are sponsor vehicles, the cyclists and the back up teams, medics and press. The final route has not been settled yet but the route through the Upper Dale is self determined. The organisers will travel the route in April but their final decision will be published in October. 

Mr. Schofield then thanked the officials for the grant money being given to offset the cost of paying to bring an electric supply to power the telephone masts so high speed broadband could be introduced to the Dale. This would enable all Parishioners to access fast broadband.

The National Park Management Plan.

This plan was for the benefit of everyone living or working in the YDNP. It had been made by a partnership comprising 14 different groups including representatives of farmers, landowners and tourism businesses. 

There had been two public consultations and experts views had been sought. There were good responses to both consultations and the meeting with Mr. C. Clarke and Mr. P. Vetch on behalf of BPC had raised interesting points which hopefully were now reflected in the final plan.

The Plan should be studied and illustrates how the Authorities are concerned equally about the countryside and the people who live, work and seek recreation in the Dale. 

There are clear objectives and these will be evaluated on an annual basis by the partnership and delivered by the relevant body e.g. County Councils, District Councils and other relevant agencies.

Q – How was tourism going to be encouraged?
A -  ‘Le Tour’ was a major event and would bring a lot of tourists to the area. Day to day tourism was being encouraged by the whole National Park. Communities must work together, share experiences or expertise or die on the vine. This was how communities would have a future viability.

In the period 2001 – 2011 the population in the Park and had gone up by only 100 whereas there had been an increase of 1000 dwellings. This was primarily due to the increase in holiday cottages and second homes and because there are fewer families. The age of the population living in the Dales was getting older and this was causing problems. How were communities to remain sustainable? How were young families, who would be the life blood of the villages, be encouraged to come to live here? They would help maintain the schools and peripheral services.
Q- Could new second home owners be forced/coerced to put something into the community?

A - We are unable to do this – this is not North Korea! Expensive houses in conjunction with low wages is a problem.

The increase in properties may be conversions The Authority puts conditions on all new buildings so they can only be for local people and workers. But as there is an open market for all the existing housing, people want to sell their houses for the best price available. When houses are sold occupiers often want pre-conditions removed. Due to the slow down in the housing market, properties which previously been on the ‘For sale’ market were now being occupied by families on a rental basis.
Housing Association housing was low in number and occupants ‘rights to buy’ were causing problems.

Q - Houses having extensions put on increased the value of the property but this put it out of the price range of first time buyers. Would it not be easier to build terrace houses where modification would be minimal? 
A - Sadly the building market is not encouraging the building of new properties.

Q - Communities were being encouraged to do things for themselves, an example of this being the work done to maintain funding to keep Kettlewell Sch. open. There is now concern about keeping secondary schools open due to budget threats. If Upper Wharfedale Sch. were to close, this would have a devastating effect on the community. With the new ‘funding formula’ maintaining UWS will be difficult. The Government have been lobbied over this but the population of families with school age children needs to increase. Farming families will not stay if their children have to travel for two and a half hours to get to school.
A – It will be hard to imagine anything more catastrophic for the community in the Southern Dales. Parishioners were told not to underestimate what local representatives understood. They would come to listen to a case and if it was strong enough then decisions would be altered The viability of local communities was very important but it must be remembered that funding would become more and more difficult in the future and he was unable to know how this would be dealt with.

Local people and localism could change the formula.

Q - Road traffic safety was an issue along with safety management. We were assured that there was an interaction between the Highways Authority and the National Park. It was pointed out that visitors travel from Skipton up the Dale admiring the scenery, was there any way that would be aware of local traffic behind them and pull over. 

A - This would be a sensible thing to do but difficult to communicate. An article could be put in the ‘Visitor’ newspaper that may have some effect and the Parks could have a conversation with the Highways Authority. We could alternatively adopt the West Witton scheme where locals park their cars on the main street pretty well bringing the whole village to a grid lock.

Q - Parishioners had been subjected to very offensive and abusive cyclists, could anything be done?

A - Sadly nothing and the problem is likely to get worse as more cyclists individually or in groups use the projected Tour route.

Q - Would extra car parks be made available during the race period?

A – The Authority would be working with farmers to identify the best fields to be opened up for additional car parking and also camping.
Q - Car parking in Kettlewell. Visitors had to pay the same price as Grassington where there were far more facilities, could this be reduced to reflect this?

A - This would be looked into along with the possibility of having transferrable tickets. Viz – one ticket, make use of all car parks.

Following the Meeting the Clerk received notification from Mr. Smith that in fact YDNPA did not have ‘transferable parking tickets’ as they thought their pricing was fair. If someone was visiting the area for say a week’s holiday then they could buy a weekly pass at £14.00. (see appendix 1)

Q - Litter would be a problem after the visitors had gone home, what will be done to counteract this?

A - Volunteers and the Ranger Service would deal with this and it should cause no problems.

Q - What about visitor damage to walls and properties adjacent to the route?

A -YDNP were currently undertaking the task of mapping the ownership of all landowners adjacent to the route. Policing will be kept to a minimum as ‘trouble’ was not anticipated.

Q - Who and how would arrange extra toilet facilities be organised.


A - All ‘portaloos’ in Yorkshire had been hired for the month of the race so this problem should not arise.

Q - What about the road surface between Kettlewell and Buckden?
A - A new road dressing was to be rolled out at the end of May. There is no drainage but something will have to be done to accommodate this.

There were no more questions – Mr. Schofield thanked Mr. Butterworth and Mr. Smith who left at 9.00pm

4.2
Copy letter to YDNPA applying for Grant Funding to Provide Mains Power to Broadband Relay Masts. (ref: 7791, 7792) email – Chris Clark seeking quotes with agreements for necessary work. (ref: 7884)
             email YDNPA – advising 3rd round of the Rural Community Broadband Fund is now. (ref: 7889) 
– available.
4.3 Buckden Bridge – Mr. P. Breen. (ref: 7560 – referred to May Meeting.
4.4 Signage to Hawes on Village Green. (ref: 7776, 7852) Notification from Area5 these signs were removed 5 years ago. (ref: 7861) CC Mrs. S. Marshall stated that Area 5 had documentation stating BPC had authorised this – Clerk to investigate.
4.5 Request by Mr. J. Noonan to site bench in or around Buckden. (ref: 7782) Due to the number of requests – Clerk to enquire if a tree with a commemorative plaque could be planted instead.
4.6 Rural Yorkshire – review form. (ref: 7783). Grants available for Community Led Planning Schemes & Developing Rural Skills networks. To be discussed when PC Mr. P. Breen is present.
4.7 Copy of Thank you to Mrs. Sharon Hudson. (ref: 7850) – noted.
4.8 email from Peter Breen re: Yorkshire Water/Morrison’s/road closures. (ref: 7851) email from 

CC Mrs. S. Marshall re: road closures. (ref: 7866) email from den Tansley detailing specific closure plans. (ref: 7872) email of copy letter from Peter Breen to Den Tansley with regard progress of work. (ref: 7885) Copy email of Den Tinsley’s response to Peter Breen’s letter. (ref: 7886 & 7887) – noted.
4.9 email – requesting dog waste bin to be sited at Buckden Bridge & response. (ref: 7863) Further email from CDC re: dog bin. (ref: 7875) – ongoing emails with DC Mr. J. Roberts.
4.10 email – YDNPA – email - Supporting application for planning permission for bird hide at Nethergill Farm. (ref: 7864) – noted.
4.11
Copy of letter to St. Michael’s Council re: BPC non financial support. (ref: 7871) – noted.
5.
Councillors Report.

CC Mrs. S. Marshall was asked for her report:
5.1 There had been more appeals for reversal of decisions with regard admissions to Upper Wharfedale     School. There were no talks with regard its closure but there was a review as to running the school bus from Gargrave for 12 months as funding was limited.
5.2 It had been agreed with Yorkshire Water to have 8 hour closures of the Buckden to Oughtershaw road. All local people had been made aware of these conditions.
5.3 The roads around Buckden had had yellow lines applied. Councillors were asked to ensure these were correct as the company had occasionally painted areas which should not be painted.

5.4 Signage on the Green had been changed on the suggestion of BPC 3 years ago.

5.5 The new Health Care emergency number from April 1st is 111 where a highly qualified staff member will resolve the problem.
6.
Finance.

6.1
Community Account details. (ref: 7862) – noted.

6.2
Annual return Forms. (ref: 7883) – noted.
7.
Planning.
8.          Correspondence received.

8.1
AON – requesting BPC’s ERN number. (ref: 7835) email from O’Reilly’s with ERN number. (ref: 7876)


- available.


8.2
CDC – The Big Community Switch. (ref: 7836) – available.

8.3
email - YLCA – March Training Prog. (ref: 7837) – available.

8.4
email – Rail Adventure. (ref: 7838) – available.

8.5 
CDC – Parishes Liaison Group Meeting. (ref: 7840) – available.

8.6
email – YLCA – Locum Clerks in the Yorkshire area. (ref: 7841) – available.

8.7
email – Play & Leisure. (ref: 7842) – available.

8.8
email – Regatta Events. (ref: 7843) – available.
*
8.9
email – YLCA – CDC – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment. (ref: 7844) – available.

8.10
email – Rural Services Network – News Digest 11th March. (ref: 7845) – available.

8.11
email – Capita Conferences – Developing Commercialism in Local Govt.. (ref: 7846) – available.
8.12
email – YLCA – Info note: NALC Survey on Impact of Council Tax Benefit Changes; Community Learning in Rural Areas; Funding News; NALC Briefings; Parish Clerk Vacancies. (ref: 7847) 
– available.
8.13
email – YLCA – use of Facebook & Twitter. (ref: 7848) – available.

8.14
email – YLCA – Induction & Development Day for Newer Clerks. (ref: 7849) – available.
8.15
email – Hurlingham GP. (ref: 7853) – available.
8.16
email – Helping Voluntary Groups in your Town or parish. (ref: 7854) – available.
8.17
email – YLCA – Employment & Freedom of Information. (ref: 7855) – available.
8.18
email – GP Hospitality. (ref: 7856) – available.
8.19
email – YLCA – Electronic Annual Returns. (ref: 7857) – available.
8.20
email – Rural Services Network – news digest 18th march. (ref: 7858) – available.
8.21
email – Managing Carbon & Energy: What are my options. (ref: 7859) – available.
8.22
Northern Gas Networks – Invitation to stakeholder Workshop with lunch. (ref: 7860) – available.
8.23
email -Rural Services Network – Twitter Account. (ref: 7865) – available.
8.24
email - Queensbury Shelters. (ref: 7867) – available.
8.25
email - Railway History. (ref; 7868) – available.
8.26
email – YLCA – Allotment Admin. (ref: 7869) – available.
8.27 email – NALC – Impact of Localisation of Council tax Support Scheme on Local Councils. (ref: 7870)

- available.

8.28 email – Inclusive Play Ltd. (ref: 7873) - available.
8.29 email – CDC – Community Governance Review. (ref: 7874) - available.
8.30 email – YLCA – Review of Quality Parish/Town Status Scheme. (ref: 7877) - available.
8.31 email – YLCA – Village Greens & Common Land. (ref: 7878) - available.
8.32 email – YLCA – Reminder of ‘new’ address for returns of Annual Return. (ref: 7879) - available.
8.33 email – YLCA – Guidance on Openness & Transparency on Personal Interests. (ref: 7880) - available.
8.34 email – Creating Greener data Centres. (ref: 7881) - available.
8.35 email – rsnonline – news digest 25th March (ref: 7882) - available.
8.36 email – copy of one from DC Mr. J. Roberts to Area5 re: lack of gritting at Oughtershaw. (ref: 7888)

- available.

8.37
email – CDC – Electoral changes. (ref: 7890) - available.

9. Any other business.
As all business was concluded, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.45pm.

Page 1 of 5
Page 2 of 5

