
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2

To be completed only by Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other smaller

authorities* where ttre trigner of gross income or gross expenditure was f25,000 or less,

that meet the qualifying Jriteria, ind that wish to GERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from

a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountabi lity Return 2022123
1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was t25'000

or less must, after the end oieach financial y"it, corplete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

a) does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or

b) does not wish to certify itself as exempt

Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does nol

exceed f25,000 ano tnai ,""t i'n" qualifyiig criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are, able

to declare themselves exempt trorir senoin'g the completed Annual Governance and Accountability

Return to the external auditor ior a limited asiurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email

oi uv post (not both) no later flran g0 June 2023. Failure io do so will result in reminder letter(s) for

wniin'tne Authority will be charged e40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of:

. Annuat lnternateuaii Report (page 4) must 
-be 

completed by the authority's internal auditor.

. Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must becompleted and approved by the authority'

. Section 2 - Accounting stii"rents (page 6) must-oe completed and approved by the authority. 
-

NOTE: Authorities 
""rtiiling 

themselves-as erempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual

Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor.

The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2

Accounting statemenii and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage

before 1 July 2023.

2.

3.

Publication Requ irements
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by.the

Accounts and Audit Reguiations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the

Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:

. Certificate of ExemPtion, Page 3. Annual tnternal Audit Report 2022123, page 4

. Section 1-Annual Governance Statement2022l23, page 5

. Section 2 -Accounting Statements2022123, page 6

. Analysis of variances

. Bank reconciliation

. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2)'

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review
Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. lf so, the authority should not certify itself as

exempt or completeine Certificate of Exemption. lnstead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR 2022123

and return it to the external auditor togetherwith the supporting documentation requested by the external

auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be €210 +vAT.

provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed

under'Publication Requirements', there is no requirement for the authority to have a review.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014'

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2

Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2022123, Sections I a*dZ

' An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt tom lhe requirement for a limited assuratnce review must
do so at a meeting of the authority afler 31 March 2023. lt should nol submit itsAnnual Govemance and
Accountability Refum to the extemal auditor. However, as part of a morc proportionate regime, the authori$
must comply with the requirernents of the Transparency Code for SmallerAuthorities.

' The Certiftcate of Exempiion must be retumed to the extemal auditor no later lhan 30 Jure 2023" Reminder
letters will incur a charge of t40 +VAl- for each letter.

. The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in lhe Pracftioners'Guide'which is updated from
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end.

. The au*rority should receive and note lhe Annual lntemal Audit Report before approtring tlre Annual
Govemance Slatement and the accounts.

' The Annual Govemance Statement (Seclion 1) must be approved on the same day or before theAccounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references

' The Responsible Financial Officer {RFO} must certi} the accounts (Section 2} before they are presenled
to the authority for appmval. The authority must in this order; consider, apprcye and sign the accounts.

. the RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practicalafterthe daie of the
AGAR approval.

. Make sure that the AGAR is complete {no highlighted boxes lefi empty), and is properly signed and dated.
Any amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

Use the checklist provided belor to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.

You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairrnar, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and lelephone numbers.

The authority must publish numerical and nanative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Praclitioners'Guide* which may assist.

. Make sure ihat lhe accounting statements add up and the balance canied foruvard ftom the previous year
(Box 7 ol 2O?2) equals the balance brought fonrrrard in the current year (Box 1 of 2023).

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the auihority, must set the commeneement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive wo*ing days which must include the first ten working days of July.

. The authority must publish, on the auihori$ website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 {2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 20'15, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the extemal auditor bsfore I July 2023.

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

lntemal Audit Report Haveall high@hbd boxes been completed bythe inEmal auditorand explanations povidedi

Section 1 Foranystatementtowtricftthe responseh'no, isan ex$anation availableforpublicationi t/
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting slatemenls before

presentation to the authority for approval? ,/
Has the authorily's appmval of lhe accounting stalements been confirmed by
fie signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting? /
Has an explanalion of signiicant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconcilialion as at 31 March 2023 been reconciled to Box 8?

ls an explanation of any difference belween Box 7 and Box I available, should
a quesiion be raised by a local elector and/oran interested party? /

$ections 1 and 2 Trusl funds * have all disclosures been made if the authorif as a body corpo€te is r
sole managing lrustee? (Local Councils only)

,*.:ry



C€rtificate of Exemption -AGAR2O2U23 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exaeed f25,000 in the year of amunt ended 31 March 2A23, and that wish to certi$
themselves as exempt from a limited assumnce review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
(Smaller Autrcrities) Regulations 201 5

There is no raquirement b have a limited as$ranoe review or to srbmit an Arrual Golermne and
Acmuntabili$ Retum to the sttemal auditor, provl&d Ulat tte authority has oerlifted ltself as exempt at a
meelirg of the authority afier 31 Madr 2023 and a completed Certificate of Exernptbn is submitted no hter
than 30 June 2023 notiflirg the exbrnd adltw.

BucED(^/ P* iusA coL"vcl l-
certifes that dudng the financial yeeir ?Jl22123, the higher of fie authorit!/s totat gruss inoome for the War q
total gross annual e:gendibre, for the year dld nd exoeed 815,000

Tdal annua! grossincornebrtlsauthori$ 2u22fr13: L Cq f€

Totialannualgrossexpendihrreturtheauthority N2fr23: L 41Le

There are certain cinrmstanm in which an auttmaity will be unable to ettiry ilself c exem* so that a limited
assuranoe review will still be required. lf an authoity is unable to confim the stalemenb belos then it
cannot certiff itself * exsnS and it must submit the comdeted Annual Govemance and Amountabili$ Retum
Fonn 3 tothee:<brnal atditorbundertake a limihd assrlrit r@r€rriwforwhifia fteof frH0 +YATwi[ be pyable.

By signing this Cartlficab of Exernption )/ou are confirmir€ tnt
. The authon'ty ruas in existerrce on lstApril 2019. tn refation to the precedftg financial year (N21W\ lhe extemal auditor has not:. issuedapublicinbrestreportinrespectoftheauthorityoranyentityconnectedwitrit

. made a staiutory recommendation to fi6 auhority, relating to the authori$ or any entity connected with it. issued an advisory nolice under paragraph l(t ) of Scfiedub 8 b the Local Audit ard Accourtabilaty Act
2014 ('theActr), and has notwithdrarn lhe nolice. @mmened judicial review prmedings under sdion 3f (1 ) of fie Act. m?d€ an applicafon under sec{krn 28(1 } of the Act for a de&nation that an item of amount b unlaurtrl,
and the application hc not been wihdrawr nor has the court refused to make lhe dedaration. ThecourttrenddedaredanihrndmmtunhrftlaGrapercoon*anappealurdersedioo2{3}dfteAct

lf the above statements apply and tte auhority neither receirred gross in@me, nor irrcuned gross expendilure,
exceeding €25,(Xr0, then lhe Cerlificate of Exemflkm can be signed and a copy submitted b the extemal auditor
either by ernail or by post (not botr).

The Annual lntemal Audit Report, Annual Gorernance Statement Accounling Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconcilialion flus the inbrmation required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 induding the period for &a exercise of puHic ftrhts sfin need b bs fully comseted and,
along with a copy of this ertifcate, pblished on the authotig ruebsitetrebpage' before 1 Juty 2O23.
Signing thits certificate confirms the authorlty wlll comp|y wilh the publicatlon requlrements-

Signed byte RespmsiUe Financbl Officer Date I confirm that&is CedifcaE of
EemptbnrvasappranedbyUrb , ,
autrorityonthbdate: ,rc I OSl2O2 2
as reoorded in minute fiEfur€noe:

23>L+l16 \o
Generic email address dAr.rttrodty Te@hone nurnber

c87z q5c5o6
'Published webdres

(,r.ru.l t..) . bUc,t<d"en, O T
OI{LY this Certlficate of Eremption shouH be retumed EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible ffier cstiftcaffon to your e:rternal auditor, but no Her than 30
June 2023. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a chargo of tr|(} + VAT.

sisnd rr r^,rr*, 
7fuw-*^ 

vx to/e/2s

buc-Kderrc terK @JmaiL, cory,,



Annual lntemal Audit Report 2022//2

I t+tvDo.* /-*a"ttr't C,$v'\'C-lL

During the financial year ended 31 March 2023, this authoritt's intemal auditor acting independanlly and on the

basis of an assessment of risk, canied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures

and controls in operalion and obtained appropriate evidence fiom the authority.

The intemal auditfor ?f}?f.l,1Slas been canied out in accordance with this authoritt's needs and planned coveEge.

on the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in this table.

Set out below are the objiAives of intemal confol and alongside are the intemal audit onclusions on whether,

in all signifimnt respects, tie con6ol obiec{ives were being achieved throughout Ste financial year to a standard

adaquate to meet tbe needs of this authority.

n. eoorooriate accountinq records have been pmperly kopt throughout the !!q!gal year'

a ffris aunority complied with its ftnancial regulations, paymenB were supported by invoices, all

expendiffire was apptoved and VAT was appropriately fu
-fnS a,rnority assessed lhe signfficant risks to adrieving its obieciives and rcviewed the adequacy

of arraoger*ents to manage these

D, The precept or rates requirement resulted hom an adequate budgetary process; pro!,ress against

the budqet was regularly monilored; and reseryes were appropriate.

e. gxpecteA inmme was fully reeived, based qn cotrect prices, properly recorded aod prornpty

bankad: and VAT was appropriately accounted for-

F. Petty cash paynents Bere properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expendilure was

aooroved and VAT aporoorialely accounted for.

G. Srl"rie* to employees and altowancss to rnsmbers wsre paid in accordance wilh this aulhodty's

approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements wete property applied'

ll. Asset and ifivesirnents relisters wefe complete and accurate and properly maintained.

l. Periodic bank account tecoficiiiaiions were ptoperly canbd out during lhe year.

Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the cotrect amnunting basis

(roceipb and payments or inmme and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an

adequate audit kail Fom underlying records and wher€ appropriate debtors and reditors were

orooerlv recorded.

J.

K, lf the authority ceriified itself as exempl fiom a limited assu,ance review in 2O21nZ, it met the

exemption criteria and conectly dedared ibelf exempl. (lf the author$ had a $mrted assurance

review af ils 2021122 AGAR tick "not wvared')

L The authorig published the required infornralion on a websiteArcbpage up to date al the time of
the inlemal audii in accordance with the relevant lagislation.

il, ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority conecty provided ior a period for lhe exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulafons {during the 2022'23 AGAR period,

werc puAfic ights in rclafnn to tt e 2021-22 AGAR evidenced by a notice an the website anilor
authotity approved ninutw eflfrfini$g the datos set).

The authority has complied wi8r the publicalion requirements for202lt?2.AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

N.

O. {For local councile orllr}
- The council rnet ib responsibilities as a trusEe.

For any other risk areas kledified by rlis autloriity adquate conbds exisbd tll* any olher risk arm oil ssparate she€S if needed).

Date(s) intemal audit underiaken

Vl 0* ltoa:
Signaturc of person who 4-t t .

cairleoouttriintemalaudit 0f,::-

Name of peron wtlo canied out the internal audit

b.{LoL

rlale r*l o* I zo a3



Section 1 -A*rual Governance Staternent 2022123

We acknowledge as the members of:

Buc<beN ?egrsH Csu NCIL
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal mntrol, including anangements for

the preparation of ttre Rccounting Statements. We @nfirm, to the best af our knor*ledge and beliel with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2W3,lba|.

1. We have put in placs arrangemenls tor €fieclive finaocial
marngament duri.ts the y?ar, and for tha preparalion of
the accounling stalements.

prapatd ils accoutlrng slalemenfs in accatdance
with theAcannts and Audil Rogulations.

2. We maintained an adequate systefi of inlemal cofltol
including measures dasigned to prcvs* and deted t'aud
and corrup$on and tevie$ed its afe{*iveness. J made gmpar affanga,nent$ afid acceptad reswnsibw

for safeguarding the Wblic fianey and resurces in
ils ctarge.

3. We t@k all reasonable steps to assure oulselvs
lhal ih6re are no matteB of actual ot polenlial
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Pmper
Prac*ices thal could have a sigoificad financial etre{,
on the ability of this aulhority to conduct its
business or manage its financs.

/

has onty done whd it has the legd Wvre(to do and t as
enp,ied wilh P,!,per Pratlic€s i,, dairg so.

4. We provided pmp€r opportuniiy during the year for
lhe oxercise of el€c,tors' .igh6 in accordance {,ith lha
reguiremants o, the Accounts and Airdit Regulalftrns. /

durilg the ysargave arrporsons infolesled the oppo*uttw lo
tnpct afid ask qrre&ions aba,rt this a,tlhotityS rccourrts-

5. Ws canied oul an a$essmentotlhe risks hcing this
ndhfllt'aat' *et' aypvpr{ab*ta|rr.tr'rn*regE rhesg
risks, includirlg the introduc0on otlr*emalcontrols andor
axlemal insrranct cover where requited"

/
@nsidared arrd daeurnanted the frnancial afid athar dsll€ it
,fus argt r@{ $tdb &r4$,swry

6. We maintained ttroughont lhe yaar an adeq$le and
efective system of intemal audil of the amunting
records and control systems. /

ananged for a xmpelerrlparsor, iodapendent of the financiat
cat*rols aod praadures, to giva an obiectiveviaw an wh€thf.r
inlemal controts maet lr,e ,eeds of lfiis $nalter sulhotv.

7. We took appmpdate adion on all matErs raised
in relorts tom intemal and extemal audit.

res@nded to maitets irouglrl to ffs allrt tiort by intamal arrd
ertemal audit.

8. Ws co$idored whetherany litigalion, liabillties or
commitsnenls, events or transaclions, ocruning either
dsring or afrer lhe year-end. have a financial impact on
this auhoriiy and, where appmpriate, hav€ induded thsm
in lhe accourding slatements.

I
disctosed everything it sttoutd have aba.rtils Ousirrgss acrivdy
dudng the Wat inctuding ovants taking prace altet the year
end if GlevanL

9. (For local councils cnly) Trust funds induding
charitable. ln our capacity as lhe sde managing
tr$tee we discharg€d our accorntability
responsibilities br f€ fund(syasseb, :ncluding
nnancial r€porting and, if required, indop€ndent
exsminalion oraudit,

,as rref a, of ils ,bqponsrb,lit es whsre as a body
nrporale il is a sole managing ttaslea of a locat t$st
or lrusls.

,/

'For any statement ts which the response is 'no',

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

to f s lrs
and recsrded as minute reference:

23 24/,, b

an explanation must be published

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chainnan

The authority wobsitelwebpage is up to date and the information r6quired by the Transparency Code has
been published.



$ection 2 -Accounting Statements 282212?tar

8L.Crc },€-Fr g*lLrSH Covl\'C rL

6i brlrror* rnd rssevos at the baginning of the yea.r

""-iiira n the financial records' Value must agree to

BoxT of PrcviousYear.

rrt l ,r*rrtfiarycept (orfor tDBs rates andlexesJ

rwivad or raceivahb in the year' Exclude aay gants

T"t l lrco*, N recaipts as Q@rdad rn lhe casibooJ< less

ne precag ar ntesllevies received $ine 2)' lnclude any3. {+} Total other re@ipts

fo#l **Wndit re or payrnenl$ made to and an behatf

i att eiptoyees' Include gross salaies and wages'

.iotovers ill antributions' empryers pension

iiniutan", graturlres and severylce payrri,enF,
t,t 3,t

4. {-} Staficosts

@rrdiwn orpayments of caPitat and interest.-

;;;;,;;s ti, voir in the autharitv\ borotvinss {ir anv)'

foat erpanattare or payments as rccorded in lhe cash-

i** Eo 
"Af 

costs(rine 4) and toan interes/capital3,tqqS. t-)All oth€r Payments

Total balances and resoves atthe end ofthe year' Mu$

equat t1+2+3) ' {4+5+6)-to , t3a

m"Gii i*nt and deposit bank accounls' cailt

iiiairg, ini 
"lrat 

tarm investments he'd as at 31 March -
To agreewib banl< recortclliafrotu

t$ | t"g*
8. Total value of cash and

shott term investrnents

ffiu *, propefiy the atihotity awns - it is made

iioi iu t" fxed assets and long term investmenfs as al9. Total fixed assets Plus
long term investments
and assets

@ as at 31 March af all loans

from third paiies {including PWLE)'

ffi"11,;; body r'orpante, acl$ as so'e fn'stee and

rsresponsrble for manag@ Inrsl funds orassets'iifrisdosure note re Trusttunds

The f6,ures in the acaunting statgrrlstrls above da flot

inclu& anv Tru$ lransact ot &llb. Disclosure nole re Trust funds

I csrtiry &at for the year erded 3l Marctr 2023 the Accounting

it t"til"nt" in this Annual Govemance and Accountabili$

Retum have been prepared on eitter a receipts and

pry*"nt" or income and expenditure basis following the

iuiO"n"" in Govemance and Accountability for Smaller

irttotitt"" - " 
Pmctitioners' Guide io Proper Practices

and present {airly lhe financial position of this authority'

Signed by Responsible Financial Sfcerbe{ore being '

pr6sented to the authority for approval

BAJa+
Da,e pl5lr"

I confirm that these Accounting $taiements were

approved by itris authority on this date:

io/o s/zoz 3
as recorded in minute reference:

2ZzU / tt- b
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the

Aiountin g StaJfi mep$were approved


