


BUCKDEN PARISH COUNCIL
  
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BUCKDEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT BUCKDEN VILLAGE INSTITUTE ON MONDAY 11TH APRIL 2022 at 7.00PM

Those present:	
Chairman: Councillor P Breen
Councillors: Councillor A Jarrett, Councillor P Ramsden, Councillor P Vetch and Councillor J Way
Officer:  Laura Jowett 
Also Present: Four members of the public


2122/148           Chairman’s remarks
Councillor Breen noted the incredible work of Gordon Kilvington in keeping the village free from flooding by clearing the drains. The community appreciates these efforts.

2122/149	Apologies and reasons for Absence 
None

2122/150 	Disclosures of Interest
None

2122/151         Minutes of the Previous Meetings
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council on Monday 14th March 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record.		

2122/152	Public Participation 
No member of the public wished to speak.

2122/153	Reports from District / County Councillors
Apologies had been received from Councillor Quinn and Councillor Metcalfe,

2122/154 	Highways Matters
To consider any highways issues in the parish and any action required
Councillor Vetch advised that a highways engineer had been marking up pot holes in the village.
Councillor Way advised that Seal Bank has not been flailed despite assurances from Area 5 that this would be completed by the 18th March 2022. The Clerk will follow this up urgently with Area 5.
To appoint non councillor members to the Road Safety Working Group
Resolved to appoint Jeane Breen to the Road Safety Working Group.

2122/155	Planning
1. C/13/8G - Householder planning permission for erection of rear extension to form garden room at 11, Dalegarth, Buckden, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 5JU 
Resolved to submit comments advising that the Council has no objections to this application.


2122/156	Land Registration
1. To receive an update
To agree any action required
No update was available

2122/157	Emergency Planning
1. To appoint non councillor members to the Emergency Planning Working Group
Councillor Breen will approach a resident to ask if they would like to be involved.
To receive an update and consider the purchase of a generator for use at the Village Institute in case of emergencies
Councillor Vetch had obtained quotes for works to enable the use of a generator. One was for minor works which would enable the heating to be used in the Village Institute (approximately £200-£300), the other was for works to enable a generator to be run which would allow all the facilities to continue, including heating, broadband, lighting and kitchen appliances (approximately £1,500- £2,000).
The Council agreed that the more thorough option was preferable if grant funding could be secured for the majority of the cost. Councillor Vetch will investigate submitting an application to National Lottery Awards for All.
It was noted that storage would be required for the generator.


2122/158	Correspondence 

1. To receive and consider a pre planning consultation letter from Clarke Telecom regarding a proposed radio base station installation at CTIL_306687 land near Rakes Wood, Buckden, BD23 5JA NGR E: 393998 N: 478197, and to consider any response the Council wishes to make.
The pre application consultation letter was received and considered. Councillor Vetch had drafted a comprehensive response which explains that Buckden Parish Council would strongly support the provision of robust 4G mobile communications throughout the parish of Buckden but that the Parish Council does have some questions and concerns which it would like to see addressed if it is to give its unqualified support to the proposal. There relate primarily to both the technical aspects and the environmental and aesthetic impact of the proposal.
The full response is included as an appendix to these minutes.
To receive and consider information from Friends of the Dales regarding living verges
Received and noted
To receive notice of the Adoption of Minerals and Waste Joint Plan by North Yorkshire County Council
Received and noted

2122/159	Council Business

Councillor Breen noted that the election on the 5th May is uncontested and the details of the candidates duly elected has been published.
1. To consider arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting
Resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting be held at 7pm on Monday 9th May at 7pm in the Village Institute. This meeting will be followed by the Annual Meeting of Buckden Parish Council.
To receive NALC Briefing 1-22 and consider how the Council can offer support for Ukraine
The NALC briefing was received and noted. The Council are unable to make a donation but are impressed with the fundraising efforts of the community and feel that it is right that the community lead the response.
To review the asset register
The asset register was reviewed and it was identified that there may be benches belonging to the Council which should be included. This will be considered at a future meeting.

2122/160	Finance
1. To receive and note the Bank Statements and a bank reconciliation to 31st March 2022.
The bank statements and bank reconciliation were received and noted. The bank balance at the 31st March was as follows:
Unity Trust T1 account: £8080.41

To receive and note the accounts for 2021-2022
Received and noted

Resolved to approve the following payments
i. YLCA: Annual Subscription: £61.00


2122/161	Date of the next meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday 9th May 2022 in the Village Institute, and will be followed by the Annual Meeting of Buckden Parish Council at 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 8.00pm

The Clerk should be given seven clear days’ notice of items for the agenda of the next meeting.








Appendix – Response from Buckden Parish Council to Clarke Telecom

Reference: 306687 

Dear Mr Fiteni,

PROPOSED RADIO BASE STATION INSTALLATION AT CTIL_306687 LAND NEAR RAKES WOOD, BUCKDEN, SKIPTON, NORTH YORKSHIRE, BD23 5JA, NGR E: 393998 N: 478197.

Thank you for sending us your pre-consultation letter regarding the above installation.

In principle, Buckden Parish Council would strongly support the provision of robust 4G mobile communications throughout the parish of Buckden. Whilst we do have limited 3G mobile provision at present, through the Vodafone Rural Open Sure Signal (ROSS) scheme, this is limited to the village itself and to Hubberholme. In much of the village the signal strength is weak when indoors. Nonetheless ROSS has been successful - within its limitations – and has been a great improvement on the previous situation.
However, over recent months, we have becoming increasingly concerned about our mobile service for two reasons:
· Transition to VoIP: The Ross service will not provide an effective emergency phone service in the case of a power outage, as it is reliant on broadband to provide the backhaul.
· Limited life of 3G: The ROSS network is end-of-life and will be turned off sooner or later –Vodafone are advocating the use of “mobile calling” from mobile phones as a replacement. This will work when residents are at home, or where there is public Wi-Fi but will be useless for our many visitors, and for residents when out and about in the area.

Replacement of ROSS by a mainstream 4G service would address these key concerns, as well as providing the additional benefits which you outline in your letter. 
We are, therefore, keen to see an appropriate and robust solution. We do however have some questions and concerns which we would like to see addressed if we are to give our unqualified support to your proposal. There relate primarily to both the technical aspects and the environmental and aesthetic impact of the proposal.  The key points are as follows:

1. We are confused about the nature of the service to be provided. In your letter you describe this as the provision of a 4G service. However, in the accompanying documentation there is much discussion of 5G. The document “Radio Planning and propagation V4” states on page 3 that “These factors drive a require for an increase in antenna height in 5G”. Is the proposal to provide a 4G or a 5G network, and if it is 4G only, does this mean that in the event of a future upgrade to 5G, the mast would need to be even higher?
2. In your letter you state that a number of the alternative site options would not “deliver the required coverage to the target area.” There is nothing in the documents supplied which describes what this area is, and what quality of coverage will be delivered in the more remote areas of the parish. Please can you provide a map showing the area to be covered by the mast and the quality of service to be expected?
3. Your letter states that “The equipment cabinets are relatively small. Given their location surrounded by trees they will not be overly noticeable in the landscape given their maximum height is 2.3m.” The site in question is well above the tree line – is it planned to plant trees around the mast site to shield it?
4. Your letter says that the operators using the tower will be Vodafone, Telefonica and Three. On the plans provided that there are references to Vodafone and Three equipment but no reference to Telefonica. Is this because Telefonica share the Vodafone infrastructure, or because in the first instance Telefonica will not be using the mast?
5. The plans do not describe where the power for the installation is to come from and by what route it will get to the mast. Please can you clarify this?
6. The plans show an area to be left vacant for a generator. This is presumably to provide emergency power. Is it planned to install a generator, and what will be the decibel rating of any such generator?
7. We are very concerned about the proposals to “upgrade” the path up Buckden Rake. Buckden is a very popular centre for walking in Upper Wharfedale and the Rake is the start of most people’s walks. It is an ancient drover’s road, thought to be Roman in origin. The plans describe it as a “narrow rough semi-stoned track” but it is well-established and constructed stone track which is used on a daily basis by 4x4 vehicles, tractors and quads. The plans state that the track is “to be upgraded for light 4x4 vehicles - Details to be confirmed”. We would contend that the track has served the area quite effectively for some 2000 years and does not need upgrading, if appropriate vehicles are used by your team. “Upgrading” the track will inevitably change irrevocably the character of the walk up Buckden Pike. We would strongly urge that you reconsider this aspect of the proposal, and instead use vehicles which are appropriate to the nature of the terrain.
8. Likewise, we are very concerned about the proposal to install Armco style barrier on the upper part of the track. Again, this seems inappropriate and will change the character of the walk. If it is strictly necessary during the build phase, we would request that it should be temporary and be removed once the installation is complete, with appropriate remediation work undertaken. We feel that a permanent change of this nature is completely unjustified for the very occasional access that will be required once the site is operational.
9. We note that you have considered using the Boundless Networks mast which provides broadband services to the parish. This is adjacent to the proposed site however it has been discounted as being too small. We understand this, but the result is that we will now have two masts side by side on the Rake. The visual impact of the site could be reduced if the Boundless equipment could be hosted on the new mast. The height required by the Boundless equipment is significantly lower than that utilised by the Vodafone/Telefonica/Three equipment and the lower part of the new mast (as per your drawings) is empty. We would request that Cornerstone work with Boundless Networks to explore the possibility of hosting the Boundless equipment f.o.c. on the new mast, thus allowing the existing Boundless site to be decommissioned. This would seem to be consistent with your SRN Explanatory note, which states “Shared infrastructure – planning policy compliant – improved service while minimising environmental impact via reduced proliferation and minimised site numbers” (It should be noted that Boundless Networks are in the process of replacing the current wireless broadband service with FTTP in Buckden village itself. Accordingly, the amount of equipment in use will be reduced significantly as only those elements required to provide coverage up Langstrothdale will remain)
10. In your letter you state that “The transmission dishes are essential to link the installation back into the MNO’s wider network and relay the data. The transmission dishes need a clear line of sight in order to function. As such they require a centre line height of approx. 19.31m above ground level”. Are we correct in interpreting this as indicating that the transmission to the wider network is to be by microwave rather than by fibre? Is this the factor that is driving the height of the tower and if so has the use of fibre backhaul been considered? We understand that Boundless are installing a 40GB fibre to the site during the course of this year, and we wondered whether sharing this infrastructure might allow you to reduce the height of the tower and reduce the amount of equipment on the mast; both or either of these would reduce the visual impact of the installation.  Has this opportunity been explored with Boundless?
11. The planned timescales for the installation are not clear. The plans refer to “allowing passage of a light 4WD vehicle for summer build”. Is the expectation that the build will occur this year, or in 2023? In summer there are significant numbers of walkers using the track up the Rake. On summer weekends this can amount to hundreds of people. Is there a walker access and safety plan in place, to ensure that walkers can use the track unimpeded and safely?
In summary, as previously stated, we fully support this proposal in principle, but are keen to understand more about the details. As the Parish Council, we are committed to ensuring that any development of this type delivers the benefits proposed, whilst satisfying ourselves that all opportunities to minimise any negative impact on the landscape and the environment in the upper dale have been explored and adopted where feasible.

We look forward to receiving your clarification of the points raised above and would be happy to meet with your team if you believe this would be helpful.

Yours sincerely,
Buckden Parish Council


CC: 
Cllr S Metcalfe – Craven District Council
Councillor Gillian Quinn - NYCC 
Rt Hon Julian Smith MP 
Gary Smith - Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority
Tim Davis - Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority
Michael Grayson North Yorkshire Digital Connectivity
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